
GUILT IN THE SCARLET LETTER ESSAYS

In Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel The Scarlet Letter, the main characters struggle to overcome sin, guilt, and public
humiliation in Puri.

Questions About Guilt and Blame Do guilt and blame work together to bring reformation of any of the
characters in this book? Hawthorne lived in the deeply scarred New England area, separated from Puritanism
by only one generation. She was a self-ordained sister of Mercy Hawthorne  Can I get caught using this site?
Sin strengthens Hester, humanizes Dimmesdale, and turns Chillingworth into a demon. While waiting for the
guard, Jonas thinks to himself about what his day will be like, but he soon real The first character who is
exposed to this guilt is Hester, who struggles more openly with this problem. This is clearly presented to the
reader as a rather cognizant point, such as the sentence, "She knew that her deed had been evil; she could have
no faith, therefore, that its result would be for good. Wilson tries to pressure and persuade Hester into giving
up the name of the father of her baby. Arthur Dimmesdale fears that Pearl will figure out that they possess
similar facial appearances. The story is based on the results of guilt as an effect of sin. Stubbs writes that the
"conflict reduced to its simplest terms exists between the laws of behavior fundamental to an ordered, moral
society and the ungoverned, natural emotions of the human heart" p. In Chapter Two, the narrator describes
the scene of Hester Prynne walking out of the prison into the daylight. While it is unbearable to suffer, guilt is
an emotion that reaffirms our humanity. However, it could have easily been evaded through open confession
of their sins. This change is significant. To confess. No where is this alienation more apparent than in Chapter
5, Hester at her Needle. She becomes the front line of communication and character Bloom  From , she proved
herself to be a creative and inspiring woman of America. How to cite this page Choose cite format:. Therefore,
it seems likely that Pearl is actually a symbolic embodiment of all of the guilt the scarlet letter represents.
Hester was eventually able to view men's actions for what they were, and rise above the pettiness with which
she was surrounded. Isn't this plagiarism? One of the main character's that is affected the most is Arthur
Dimmesdale. Hester knows that she committed a sin and believes that she needs to pay the price by wearing
the scarlet letter. Interestingly, when the townspeople still considered the scarlet letter to be a symbol of shame
rather than the manifestation of a patriarchal, hypocritical society, Pearl's personality and actions were often
equally malevolent.


