
ARE WE MORALLY OBLIGATED TO HELP

What are your own moral obligations to help others; what are the limits of your a matter of justice, and that we are
morally required to lend our assistance.

Though Farmer is devoted to his patients in Haiti, he might do more for world health if he gave up the
one-on-one visits and concentrated his energies on larger scale health programs e. Society should be obligated
to help the less fortunate, because they are, in effect, a product of our own creation. The third premise is that
we are able to alleviate some portion of absolute poverty without giving up anything of comparable moral
significance. He explains how to develop character qualities by making a rational choice to act according to
the midpoint between excess and deficiency of desires and feelings. Political actors â€” states, international
organisations, or alliances of states â€” need to cooperate. Or perhaps my recent exposure to the shit moral
values other people hold is the one that is misleading. Our culture has developed socially acceptable means of
attending to obligations to the poor, such as black-tie fundraising dinners and tax deductions in exchange for
charitable donations; these practices make an abstraction of the idea that other humans are suffering. There are
many places and populations that lack the basic goods of food, shelter, and medical care. Yet this can make no
real difference to our moral obligations. The reason for not having a moral obligation to assist a person in need
would be because one can never truly understand whether or not the need is ralavent or if the assistence is
even fruitful. Justice is thus assisting those in need. Like Farmer, Pogge makes a case for our causal
responsibility for poverty and ill health in many parts of the world. What can you learn from this topic?
Reasons not to help others. By bettering oneself they assist others. But since we all also have the desire to
help, give and be liked as Hobbes would put it, even selfless acts are selfish we should but there still should
not be an obligation, as such. In his example, Singer focuses on the population of East Bengal, and their
struggle with famine and extreme poverty. Now, I must say that if anyone feels the need to help others, let it
be a choice an individual makes out of the kindness of their own hearts. And I, for one, am completely and
utterly baffled that some hold these negative viewpoints. This may ruin my clothes but that would be
insignificant while the death of the child would be very bad we can reduce avoidable death and suffering by
giving to famine relief etc. The paradox of collective action The paradox of collective action is that while none
of us can individually make a difference to the overall outcome, together we can. What do philosophers say
about why, and how much, an individual should help strangers in need? But it does impose very high
obligations on those of us who live in comparatively rich countries, and it may be just too demanding. Some
believe that we should each sacrifice to the point that everyone lives at an equal material level, as Paul Farmer
almost seems to do. Do unto others If you want the world to be a livable, better and wonderful place. Oxford
University Press,  So reducing our carbon footprint or reducing our anti-microbial footprint are actions that are
constitutive of our collectively doing the right thing. You cannot truly hold a moral standard unless you have a
personal relationship with, at the very least, the idea of struggle and what that means for those around you,
those in your communities and those sharing the world with you. You are not obligated to have sex with them,
you are however obligated to assist them in not having to have sex in the first place. Antibiotic resistance is an
example of a collective action problem. Think about how your obligations to family and friends affect your
obligations to strangers. And for Aristotle selfcare is bound up with a natural desire to realise our own
potential. Reading: Pogge see above ; Jim Yong Kim et al. Perhaps I was wrong in the past, and we are more
bad than good. If you watched the Ben Shapiro vs. We also tend to do things for our own fulfillment. Giving
money to someone you never met and will never know is good, if they need it. Cohen, ed.


