
A DISCUSSION OF INFLUENCE OF MUSIC ON OUR NOTIONS OF GENDER

We first discuss the nature of meaning in music, and how it is constructed and construed. We examine the concepts
underlying terminology that has been used in 10), part of our sense of â€œthe particular structuring of the world implicit
in . or direction of the gendering influenced by the sex of the listener?.

The basic structures of music have been held to be gendered Maus, ; Brett et al. Not all transgendered
individuals choose to alter their bodies: many will maintain their original anatomy but may present themselves
to society as the opposite gender. Out of those movies, only seven were near being gender balanced, with a
character ratio of less than 1. T-tests were therefore applied to data from the Music Characteristics listeners to
ensure that no differences were present between female-and male-composed extracts: all tests proved
non-significant, confirming that in these respects no such influences could cause bias in data of the
composer-sex attribution. But by what signifiers could gender or sexuality be communicated by the sounds of
music? Therefore, music has the potential to act as a medium through which gender relations are negotiated
and re articulated. Finally, it also aims to understand the roles performed by the different actors involved in the
process. Gradually, women became owners of small and illegal social clubs to where men would go in
adulation to their performances and their bodies. The problem of meaning in music has been the subject of
extended discussion in the literature, and lies within the province of semiotics, the theory of signs and their
significations. Green's statement indicates that gendering is not an inherent property of the music, but is
imposed on it in the listener's perception. James, and J. Boys, especially, are subject to intense ridicule for
gender nonconformity Coltrane and Adams, ; Kimmel,  Analyze the dominant gender schema and how it
influences social perceptions of sex and gender. Four music characteristics scales. At four or five, most
children are firmly entrenched in culturally appropriate gender roles Kane,  This confirms the view of Monelle
, p. For example, in a study involving teacher responses to male and female students, data indicated that
teachers praised male students far more than their female counterparts. Composer-Sex Attribution Task At
each extract in the listening sequence, listeners were asked to judge whether the composer of the work being
heard was female or male. Thus, this paper aims to link issues of gender, music and globalisation. As opposed
to cisgendered individuals, who identify their gender with the gender and sex they were assigned at birth,
individuals who identify with the gender that is the opposite of their biological sex are transgendered. The kilt
worn by a Scottish male does not make him appear feminine in his culture. Regardless, all research
participants were consenting adults who were made aware that they could withdraw at any point of their
engagement with the online response form s. The possibility that familiarity with the works included in the
listening sequence might affect data was therefore discounted. All in all, it was Western audiences i. Thus,
women who were living in a daytime society in which they had no say lorded it over men in bars at night.
Arguments that revolve around the idea that cultural items are usually imposed in societies and accepted in its
crudest form are flawed. Kehily, M. The affective value of the knock might therefore range from pleasure to
horror, depending on the contextual expectations the hearer brings to the event. In an effort to clarify usage of
the terms sex and gender, U. In the case of music the sounds of the composer's musical gestures are the
signifiers, they are symbolic representations of his or her experiences, and the listener must recognize the
symbols in order to recover the same experiencesâ€”the music's messageâ€”from the sounds, a process that
requires that composer and listener share a common vocabulary. Their meanings and conceptual bases are
therefore examined below. Adherence to these occupational gender roles demonstrates fulfillment of social
expectations, but not necessarily personal preference Diamond, 


