
AN OVERVIEW OF THE 18TH CENTURY FRANCE AND THE

ENLIGHTENMENT PERIOD BY DIFFERENT ARTISTS

Neoclassicism was the dominant artistic style of the Enlightenment period and The French painter Nicholas Poussin was
a master of the Neoclassical style. affected several aspects of the arts, including painting, sculpture, architecture,
Enlightenment: A philosophical movement in 17th and 18th century Europe; the.

Alongside the rise of the new science, the rise of Protestantism in western Christianity also plays an important
role in generating the Enlightenment. Free course The Enlightenment 6 The Enlightenment on art, genius and
the sublime Enlightenment ideas on art and the creative process were deeply influenced by the contemporary
veneration for reason, empiricism and the classics. The philosophic movement was led by Voltaire and
Jean-Jacques Rousseau , who argued for a society based upon reason as in ancient Greece [18] rather than
faith and Catholic doctrine, for a new civil order based on natural law, and for science based on experiments
and observation. The political philosopher Montesquieu introduced the idea of a separation of powers in a
government, a concept which was enthusiastically adopted by the authors of the United States Constitution.
The 17th century scientific revolution left a huge impact on Europe leading it to the 18th century
enlightenment. Therefore, Locke said that individuals enter into civil society to protect their natural rights via
an "unbiased judge" or common authority, such as courts, to appeal to. The rebels despised misery. Misery
was no longer regarded as God-given, or as part of the natural order of things. Many Enlightenment writers
and thinkers had backgrounds in the sciences and associated scientific advancement with the overthrow of
religion and traditional authority in favour of the development of free speech and thought. This argument
concludes from the rationalist principle that whatever exists must have a sufficient reason or cause of its
existence to the existence of a transcendent, necessary being who stands as the cause of the chain of natural
causes and effects. See Israel  Newspaper report of the Gordon riots, The Gordon Riots of June were in
response to legislation passed permitting Catholics greater freedom in society such as being allowed to join the
Army. The artist Pompeo Batoni made a career of painting portraits of English tourists posed among Roman
antiquities and became very popular in Rome. After Newton's death in , poems were composed in his honour
for decades. From Venice they would go to Rome to study the ruins and masterpieces and possibly to the
archaeological sites at Pompeii. Voltaire uses the adventures of Candide as a representation of what he
personally feels is wrong within in society. His dualism was challenged by Spinoza 's uncompromising
assertion of the unity of matter in his Tractatus and Ethics  This ordinary sense of moral requirements is not
easily accommodated within the context of Enlightenment empiricism and naturalism. Through bloodshed, the
radical actions of the French Revolution sparked by philosophies of Enlightenment, will impact the future.
Hume, too, warned of this danger: The imagination of man is naturally sublime, delighted with whatever is
remote and extraordinary, and running without control into the most distant parts of space and time in order to
avoid the objects which custom has rendered too familiar to it. The riots were so bad that 15, troops were
deployed to quell the disturbances and nearly rioters were shot dead by soldiers. The interpretation is
unfortunately too simple. Scientific academies and societies grew out of the Scientific Revolution as the
creators of scientific knowledge in contrast to the scholasticism of the university. Descartes â€” undertakes to
establish the sciences upon a secure metaphysical foundation. Modern sociology largely originated from this
movement [38] and Hume's philosophical concepts that directly influenced James Madison and thus the U.
Rousseau advances the cultivation and realization of human freedom as the highest end for human beings and
thereby gives expression to another side of Enlightenment ethics. His argument that functional democracies
require the population to possess civic virtue in high measure, a virtue that consists in valuing public good
above private interest, influences later Enlightenment theorists, including both Rousseau and Madison. Clearly
a governance philosophy where the king was never wrong was in direct conflict with one whereby citizens by
natural law had to consent to the acts and rulings of their government. The age old traditions of the Ancient
Regime and Catholic Church will see a shift in power. For Hume, morality is founded completely on our
sentiments. This sensation of phenomena straining or exceeding the limits of human understanding was later
to form the basis of a fully-fledged Romantic aesthetic. The principles of classical composition demonstrated
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in this painting â€” balance, symmetry, broad, unified light effects and a prominent, hierarchical positioning of
the main figures-influenced generations of eighteenth-century painters. This huge fold-out page contains
carefully labelled illustrations of anatomised human bodies. His 18th-century enlightened vision of a decent
life for all remains relevant. Legislation supports this identification with the general will by preserving the
original equality established in the contract, prominently through maintaining a measure of economic equality.
The devolution of the French Revolution into the Reign of Terror is perceived by many as proving the
emptiness and hypocrisy of Enlightenment reason, and is one of the main factors which account for the end of
the Enlightenment as an historical period. This is embodied in the sovereignty of the general will , the moral
and collective legislative body constituted by citizens. In his second set of Boyle lectures, A Discourse
Concerning the Unchangeable Obligations of Natural Religion , Clarke argues as well that the moral order
revealed to us by our natural reason requires the existence of a divine legislator and an afterlife, in which the
supreme being rewards virtue and punishes vice. As noted above, Kant argues that the application of the
causal principle is restricted to the realm of nature, thus making room for freedom, compatibly with the causal
determination of natural events required by scientific knowledge. The Third Earl of Shaftesbury, author of the
influential work Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times , is a founding figure of the empiricist
strand. Ephraim Chambers's Cyclopaedia, Encyclopaedias, grammars and dictionaries became something of a
craze in this period, helping to demystify the world in empirical terms. The torrent pours down the rock.


