
FRANCIS FUKUYAMAS THESIS ABOUT THE END OF HISTORY

The End of History and the Last Man is a book by Francis Fukuyama, expanding on his essay "The End of History?",
published in the international.

He believed that western liberal democracy, with its elegant balance of liberty and equality, could not be
bettered; that its attainment would lead to a general calming in world affairs; and that in the long run it would
be the only credible game in town. In the Republic, Socrates associates thymos with children and dogs, beings
whose reactions need to be controlled by reason. Stuff would still happen, obviously, and smaller states could
be expected to experience ethnic and religious tensions and become home to illiberal ideas. The desire for
recognition, then, can provide the missing link between liberal economics and liberal politics that was missing
from the economic account of History in Part II. To this day, the work ethic in many Asian countries is
sustained not so much by material incentives, as by the recognition provided for work by overlapping social
groups, from the family to the nation, on which these societies are based. While declaring that the old
polarities no longer pertain, all the main parties have shifted to the right. Practically every realist novel, from
Austen and Balzac to James and Wharton, is about people behaving badly around money. Events in Asia were
not so obliging. He liked to say that he was presiding over the end of history. The answer I arrive at is yes, for
two separate reasons. Moreover, the logic of modern natural science would seem to dictate a universal
evolution in the direction of capitalism. All political communities must make use of the desire for recognition,
while at the same time protecting themselves from its destructive effects. Consumerism appears safe for now.
But while it has a dark side, it cannot simply be abolished from political life, because it is simultaneously the
psychological ground for political virtues like courage, public-spiritedness, and justice. What, is mere
nostalgia a match for the imperatives of History? Is Francis Fukuyama? He graduated in , and went to RAND.
Yet the "end of history" and the "end of ideology" arguments have the same effect: they conceal and naturalise
the dominance of the right, and erase the rationale for debate. Technology makes possible the limitless
accumulation of wealth, and thus the satisfaction of an ever-expanding set of human desires. His talk came to
the attention of Owen Harries, an editor at a Washington journal called The National Interest, and Harries
offered to publish it. It is nice work if you can get it. Women who are sexually harassed in the workplace feel
that their dignity has been violated, that they are being treated as less than fully human.


