
AN ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE OF VIOLENT MEDIA IN THE

ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY

The relationship between media depictions of violence and violent behaviour is exposure to violence in entertainment
and violent behaviour, but do not This Trends and Issues paper seeks to inform the necessary policy debate. and
Comstock () concluded from their meta-analysis of studies.

A year follow-up of these children [ 33 ] demonstrated that those who habitually watched more TV violence in
their middle-childhood years grew up to be more aggressive young adults. For some children, the referees
carried a walkie-talkie, a specific cue that had appeared in the violent film that was expected to remind the
boys of the movie they had seen earlier. As discussed below the pattern of results suggests that the strongest
contribution to the correlation is the stimulation of aggression from exposure to media violence but that those
behaving aggressively may also have a tendency to turn to watching more violence, leading to a downward
spiral effect [ 13 ]. This meta-analysis also examined cross-sectional and longitudinal field surveys published
between and  The government is working to reduce the violence in America caused by the media. More
research needs to completed to identify all the mediators, but it seems clear that they include normative beliefs
about what kinds of social behaviors are OK [ 4 , 13 , 27 ], world schemas that lead to hostile or non-hostile
attributions about others intentions [ 4 , 12 , 27 ], and social scripts that automatically control social behavior
once they are well learned [ 4 , 11 , 27 ]. Specifically, as children observe violent behavior, they are prone to
mimic it. Moderators of Media Violence Effects Obviously, not all observers of violence are affected equally
by what they observe at all times. This shows a correlation between violence in America and violence on TV.
The fact that violent media is a big money maker can be a major reason as to why the entertainment business
is seeking alternative reasons for why there is violence in America. In a recent Morgan poll in Australia, 85
per cent of respondents thought that the media concentrated too much on sensationalist reporting of sex and
violence, while 80 per cent thought that the media did not care about people's feelings and rights to privacy.
Australians on average watch around 21 hours per week. While meta-analyses are good of obtaining a
summary view of what the research shows, a better understanding of the research can be obtained by
examining a few key specific studies in more detail. The external stimulus can be inherently linked to a
cognition, e. Interpretation: The US Government is stepping in to regulate the television industry. Beth
Bressan , p. As for viewer characteristics that depend on perceptions of the plot, those viewers who perceive
the violence as telling about life more like it really is and who identify more with the perpetrator of the
violence are also stimulated more toward violent behavior in the long run [ 27 , 30 , 33 , 38 ]. One positive
action which broadcasters should consider is to ensure that there is a balance of "pro-social" programs
showing healthy cooperative behaviour, counteracting the harmful, anti-social messages of violent, aggressive
images. Let us know! What makes you cringe? It was recommended that the code pay attention to the
portrayal of violence, suicide and private grief in news and current affairs programs, and that there be a
prohibition on the use of violent acts or scenes in advertising. Policies that focus on adult community
education and early childhood education that sharpen consumers' ability to discriminate between fantasy and
reality, and to become informed and empowered consumers. Correspondingly, the recent increase in the use of
mobile phones, text messaging, e-mail, and chat rooms by our youth have opened new venues for social
interaction in which aggression can occur and youth can be victimized â€” new venues that break the old
boundaries of family, neighborhood, and community that might have protected our youth to some extent in the
past. Six years on, the recommendations made by the Australian Broadcasting Tribunal in are still relevant,
and if fully implemented could have a substantial impact on the effects of media violence. Yet, the murder rate
in Canada, and the rate of violence in general, is much lower than in the United States. To protect the
anonymity of contributors, we've removed their names and personal information from the essays. Gerbner, G.


