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Free Essay: Postman's Amusing Ourselves to Death I have just read Postman's Amusing Ourselves to Death. Postman
states that the age of typography has.

We are born, we live, and we die. This is naturally a question of opinion. Often a symbol of nurturance,
wealth, relief of tension and comfort has now been distorted into the villain of a terrible condition, a condition
that affects one out of every three adults in America Raj. Postman uses a two-part argument on the topic of the
influence that television has over education. Religious sermons were certainly emotional, but were delivered
and prepared in a literary style. These are three forms of persuasion that are used to influence others to agree
with a particular point of view. Postman believes that media has begun to control the human mind. Through
the use of ethos, pathos, and logos, Postman demonstrates that his claim is valid and reliable. However, its
thesis can easily be applied to â€” if not elevated by â€” the age of the Internet. Language, however, extends
beyond just what is written and spoken. Postman explores how the discourse of Typographic America
reflected this. The innocent lives that have been taken with the approval of our own government should be
enough to abolish capital punishment This idea of a curriculum could be used to generally understand
Postman's thesis, which suggests television has trained us to respond to the world in a certain way; it gives us
lots of decontextualized information, but what we retain most of all are the rules of the discourse that
television demands. Even though all the ways that they kill the condemned-lethal injection, electrocution,
firing squad, hanging and gassing-are meant to be as painless as possible, there is no denying the fact that
death is still at least somewhat painful, no matter the way you die. In typographic America men, women, and
children were willing to seat seven hours through a debate and come back if necessary. When the cry of the
heart rate monitor becomes monotone, the corrupt procedure is complete People accept and reject death for
different reasons. Absolutely not. People thereby grew accustomed to information as something soon to be
forgotten in favor of something else. The conditions of Medieval life made it easier for the disease to spread.
This is due to the fact that people were used to reading and therefore used to long periods of concentration,
which allowed for long discussions Have you read the list of ingredients on the labels of your household
cleaners or personal care products. In addition, in traditional tragedy, the main character falls from high
authority and often it is predetermined by fate, while the audience experiences catharsis Bloom  However, in
the case of the death penalty, error becomes too dangerous a risk. No matter how grave, serious, or potentially
relevant a story is, the discourse of news tells us that it should not be belabored, which it does by transitioning
immediately to something unrelated. There are many supporters as well as opponents for this subject. When
faced with the question about whether the television shapes or reflects culture, Postman pointed out that it is
no longer applicable because "television has gradually become our culture"  Even though we do not know
what death is, he makes some suggestions for the possibilities after death. Let me write some more. In his
view, our public discourse is steadily devolving, and under the inherent biases of television, this will only
continue. The arguement starts out in a logical manner, explaining first the differences between today's
media-driven society, and yesterday's "typographic America". Therefore, he argues that humans need to learn
how to combat the negative effects of media It is always there in our mind, in our shadows, regardless of our
beliefs about what happens after death. What the telegraph introduced, by destroying the idea that
geographical distance limited communication, was the idea of decontexualized news. As such, the value of
silence and emptiness has declined in the face of the over-stimulation suggested by the media-metaphor of the
Internet. TV is structured to provide information to the viewer on a platform which is both quick and
entertaining. By having these messages brought to them, people might be encouraged to investigate political
questions or visit a local church, when they might otherwise not have been. And with so much influence over
the many minds of the huge country of the United States of America, Postman sadly informed us that we were
only being fed garbage.


