
CREATIVE WRITING CLASS DESCRIPTION HIGH SCHOOL

High School Creative Writing Curriculum. Course Description: Creative Writing is designed for students to create original
forms of descriptive writing, poetry.

The course requires students to practice a variety of critical modes in written critiques and workshopping. The
credit hours are determined by the instructor of the course as appropriate to the activities of the internship or
field study. Students are placed in writing and publishing opportunities in literary arts and community
engagement. Students learn some of the elements of poetry, fiction, and drama, and experiment with writing in
those genres. Students learn about independent and small press publishing, and how to identify and connect
with literary arts communities as a working editor. Students will receive instruction in critical modes for
workshopping. The course provides an understanding of how the teaching of creative writing works: how to
do it, how to access it, and how to talk about it critically. The students will keep a journal and prepare a
portfolio of their work. Students will prepare a portfolio of completed work. Pre-Writing: What is creativity
discussion? Students read and discuss contemporary short fiction, write prose exercises and their own original
short stories, and learn about and participate in workshopping. Students create, revise, and compile into a
portfolio several of their own original poems. The course provides hands-on training in all aspects of the
magazine, from initial manuscript selection to the production of the print copy. The course introduces students
to a variety of critical modes for workshopping, and provides opportunity to practice and develop critical
vocabulary in fiction. What makes writing creative? Topics might include genres such as Creative Nonfiction,
Playwriting, and Screenwriting. The course introduces students to a variety of critical modes for
workshopping, and provides opportunity to practice and develop critical vocabulary in poetry. Regular
conferencing with the professor offers instruction for the project and provides opportunities to discuss and
develop readings and research. In consultation with the professor, each student designs a project and creates a
contract for completing that project. What kind of social classroom conditions promote creativity? The course
provides more directed instruction in process- and genre-oriented workshopping. Examining trade- and
text-edition creative writing books enables students to perceive a range of methods for how creative writing is
taught and which methods correspond well to academic settings. Students learn the modes of poetry writing to
see how these approaches can inform their own creative work. Students will use Lerman method for critical
response to facilitate the revision process and evaluate the quality of their own manuscripts and the
manuscripts of others. Examining academic journals relevant to pedagogy and creative writing help prepare
students for engagement in academic professions.


