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This philosophy of dignity, however, greatly affects Stevens' lifeâ€”largely with respect to social constraints,
loyalty and politics, and love and relationships. Reception[ edit ] The Remains of the Day is one of the most
highly regarded post-war British novels. She was the leader of the Conservative Party, also known as the
Tories, and made neoliberalism the philosophical heart of her agenda as did Ronald Reagan, when he was in
power. He is the pre-echo of the Thatcherite paradox, suffering from an irreconcilable rupture within himself.
In preserving his dignity at the expense of emotion, Stevens in a way loses his sense of humanity with respect
to his personal self. He sets out to practice and study the art of banter, including listening to a radio
programme called Twice a Week or More for its witticisms. Even though she may not love him, he has always
been there for her. Neoliberalism, as a term and philosophy, was first formulated in the s by a man named
Friedrich Hayek. While they worked together during the years leading up to the Second World War , Stevens
and Miss Kenton failed to admit their true feelings toward one other. In his eyes, there is triumph in sacrifice
for the sake of one's own employer. When Stevens reaches a sensitive subject â€” such as whether Miss
Kenton was driven away by his refusal to admit his feelings for her â€” he veers off into self-protective
prattling, carrying on for pages before he feels able to continue. It is only within their final encounter that
Stevens tragically becomes aware of his life's lost potential when thinking about Miss Kenton in a romantic
light. They have a dinner there, where Stevens speaks of his past meetings with dignitaries, never once
revealing that he is, in fact, a butler. Two in particular, Dr. As time passes, she and Mr. The novel was
published in , when Margaret Thatcher was in power in England. As the book reveals, servants who wished to
marry and have children would have immediately found themselves without a job, as married life is seen as
incompatible with service, which requires total devotion. After Brexit, after Trump, I saw Stevens everywhere.
Stevens reminisces grandly about his former employer, Lord Darlington, an aristocrat who aligned himself
with the Nazis and eventually died in disgrace. Dignity[ edit ] The most important aspect of Stevens' life is his
dignity as an English butler. Stevens is caught in a perverse schism: He desperately wants to be perceived by
other people as a gentleman. Each journal entry becomes a mannered exercise in avoidance and projection.


