
ALICE WALKER IN SEARCH OF OUR MOTHERS GARDENS ESSAY

Published in , In Search of Our Mothers' Gardens: Womanist Prose is a collection composed of 36 separate pieces
written by Alice Walker. The essays.

Walker says black women did not have the opportunity to pursue their dreams because they were given the
main responsibility of raising children, obeying their husbands, and maintaining the household: "Or was she
required to bake biscuits for a lazy backwater tramp, when she cried out in her soul to paint watercolors of
sunsets, or the rain falling on the green and peaceful pasturelands? Walker builds up her arguments from
historical events as well as the collective experiences of African Americans, including her own. These crazy,
loony, pitiful women? We must learn to move in, to inhabit and take possession of not only a physical room
but also the more abstract rooms of our minds and our bodies. Walker praises the fact that Coretta Scott King
did not just sit back but took actions to help with different campaigns. Walker presents her as more than a
mother and wife; she is similar to her husband, and is making a conscientious effort to fight for equality and
civil liberties for African Americans. In reading her works, like her I've had a newfound love for the strength
of Camus' style, I've remembered why I love O'Connor's dark and layered prose, and I'm reminded that I need
to explore Faulkner more. Other than white anthropologists with racist views, Walker finds no one other than
Hurston studied voodoo extensively. Walker is able to learn from Dr. King, she returns to the South to
empower African-American communities. Her mother had a difficult life, but she managed to keep her
creative spirit alive. Walker sees strength in Coretta Scott King, a woman who just lost her husband due to the
acts of violence from others. I won't discuss the absence of African literature on most World Literature course
offerings. Walker says, "That year I made myself acquainted with every philosopher's position on suicide,
because by that time it did not seem frightening or even odd, but only inevitable". Walker and her mother were
present for Dr. Where there was a will there was a way. Walker wants to show how a black girl should not
have to feel unequal when they are around white people. Adrienne Rich says we have our work cut out for us.
Her writing explores various social aspects as it concerns women and also celebrates political as well as social
revolution. Walker recalls, "He gave us continuity of place, without which community is ephemeral. We know
now that you were not an idiot or a traitor". Additionally, Walker refers to Virginia Woolf 's, A Room of One's
Own and writer Phillis Wheatley ; Walker compares both artists conveying that all of Woolf's fears were
Wheatley's reality; due to restraints all of Woolf's goals were unachievable for Wheatley. That expression,
whether it be as extravagant as a painting, or as unsuspecting as a coy laughter, is the fuel for survival. Walker
describes, the legacy of her mother, "Her face, as she prepares the Art that is her gift is a legacy of respect she
leaves to me, for all that illuminates and cherishes life". Her mother had a difficult life, but she managed to
keep her creative spirit alive. It's been slow coming for centuries, but in the past five or six decades we've
experienced a technological renaissance in which we've replaced creation with production. She spent the
winter evenings making quilts enough to cover all our beds. Selfless men of courage and strength, for our little
boys and girls to follow. King says, "I don't believe that black people are going to misuse power in the way it
has been misused. This construct, I find, is something of an empty set of ideas I think they've learned from
their experiences. I won't go into discussion about the professors who want to teach African American
literature as a part of their literature course offerings, but who are told by their department chairs and deans
that they cannot. As Walker begins to research the practice of voodoo by rural Southern blacks in the thirties,
she becomes aware of Hurston's works.


