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DIRECTION IN A TIME OF CRISIS

Brazil: The Rural Landless Workers Movement The response of the Cardoso regime to the MST offensive shifted over
time. and redistribute land to the landless rural labor force and to finance the new rural settlements. . The national
leadership of the MST is broadening its efforts in two directions: it has signaled an.

As the economic crises deepened throughout and unemployment soared, Cardoso's popularity plummeted and
he was left largely dependent on the support of the IMF-WB and overseas investors. How could an
encampment be considered in such situations? Every MST family participates in a nucleo de base, roughly ,
families, or 1. The MST is not a political party and has no formal leadership other than a dispersed group of
some 15 leaders, whose public appearances are scarce. Rio de Janeiro, Garamond. Her research results will
certainly contribute to this debate. Yves Martin argues, Cardoso's strategy of marketization is accompanied by
the militarization of the countryside in a mutually complementary and highly conflictual escalation of political
confrontation. Nowhere is this more evident than in the countryside, where declining incomes, liberalized
trade policies, and increasing interest rates have devastated producers, small farmers, and forced landless
workers from the countryside. This government ploy failed however, and families occupying land doubled.
Which land had to be occupied? Encampments, tents and flags are effective symbols but only when they are
able to enter into an effective dialogue with the set of expectations described herein. The weakening and
decline of the Cardoso regime offers great opportunities for the MST to politically capitalize on the new
situation. The MST response to Cardoso's offensive was to launch its own offensive in the countryside in early
 For us, the coup is not just the moment of impeachment. One of the fronts of these attacks was the
encouragement of leaders with fascist speech like Jair Bolsonaro, a federal deputy for three decades but
presenting himself as an anti-system , former army captain, defender of the military dictatorship and torture,
and the withdrawal of countless social rights. Cousins and C. In the first 6 months of , the MST organized
occupations involving over 23, families thus keeping the pressure on the Government, in defiance of its
"market agrarian reform. What is clear is that the MST has recognized the limits of "movement politics" at the
local level, even as it has up to now scored impressive successes. I sought to describe an assemblage of
relations that ended up compelling individuals, movements and the State to follow the same procedures, to
speak the same language. While the MST has turned toward greater involvement in national politics and
coalition building at the national level, it has continued to organize and occupy uncultivated estates in the
countryside. Land Reform in South Africa for the 21st Century. Rosa, Marcelo Carvalho â€” a, O engenho dos
movimentos. In it attempted only occupations,. While the Brazilians landless were mainly families who had no
place to reside and who forcefully occupied private farms forming encampments, the South Africans had to
resist on the farms they already inhabited. The MST-launched Popular Consultation is directed at opening the
door to a "national convergence" among geographically and socially distinct social classes, within and outside
of the agrarian sector. With the support of civil society, including the progressive branch of the Catholic
Church , the families resisted a blockade imposed by military force. Caught between the discourses on rights
and the developmental agendas, the members of the LPM had little to offer those who pursued agrarian
transformation in South Africa. The free market politics, cheap imports, and relative decline in prices relative
to credit and input costs has led to a massive exodus from the countryside of close to 5. Rio de Janeiro, Paz e
Terra. The MST denied any link in a formal written statement calling the supposed evidence only hearsay, and
an attempt to criminalize the movement. Fewer families were officially settled in than in the previous 16
years. The MST also remains in touch with broader international organizations and movements that support
and embrace the same cause. The MST is represented in these activities by public interest legal counsel,
including their own lawyers, sons and daughters of MST families, and organizations such as Terra de Direitos,
a human rights organization co-founded by Darci Frigo , the Robert F. Most of subsequent early development
of the MST concerned exactly the areas of southern Brazil where, in the absence of an open frontier, an
ideological appeal at an alternate foundation for access to the land - other than formal private property - was
developed in response to the growing difficulties agribusiness posed for family farming. No MST activist, real
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or alleged, took part in the taped conversations. In Pernambuco alone, 15 groups proclaimed themselves to be
movements demanding access to land. The MST has been inspired since its inception by liberation theology ,
Marxism , the Cuban Revolution , and other leftist ideologies. Instead of merely forcing people to embrace a
model of contention and negotiation, the movement form became a means of transport. The fundamental
problem is the weak and fragmented nature of the urban movements and parties with which it seeks to unify
forces. In the states of Parana, Para, Sao Paulo, scores of MST activists and landless workers have been
tortured, beaten, and jailed on spurious charges.


