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Andrews tried to induce conformity in four groups of wild monkeys, animals in total, living in a private game
reserve in South Africa's KwaZulu-Natal province. Sometimes these cultural traits seem bizarre, such as the
recently developed trend among some capuchin monkeys to poke each other's eyeballs with their long, sharp
fingernailsâ€”a behavior that originated among a small group of individuals and which has spread over time.
Observers had the impression that lobtail feeding was spreading, but there was no solid evidence. She doesn't
mention that if the owner was an incredible actor and made no reaction upon seeing the mess, that the dog
would probably have no reaction - the point she missed here is how well dogs read just a flicker of our
emotions. These colors were chosen because they are prominent in the genitals of male vervets and so were
likely to draw the monkeys' attention. The team speculates that striking the water helps herd the sand lance
together. Oct 12, Linda rated it liked it This book is probably one of the best dog training books out there.
Andrews in the United Kingdom report new evidence for the strength of cultural conformity in two very
different species suspected to exhibit cultural behavior: vervet monkeys and humpback whales. That's quite
the Culture Clash. The findings may also help researchers distinguish the differences between animal and
human cultures. But neither study demonstrates the kind of sophisticated copying typical of humans and which
demarcates humans from other animals, Pagel says. In humans, once a new fad arises, everyone starts doing it,
and in tomorrow's issue of Science, two back-to-back papers find this to be true among animals, too.
Researchers have found that similar, albeit much simpler, cultural transmission takes place in animals,
including fish, insects, meerkats, birds, monkeys, and apes. It entered 73, sighting records into the computer,
involving whales that had been spotted at least 20 times. Researchers don't know what advantage this gives the
whales, but lobtail feeding arose at the time of a crash in the population of the whales' preferred prey, herring,
and the rise of another fish, the sand lance. She doesn't understand the complex nature of family life.
Researchers differ on exactly how to define culture, but most agree that it involves a collective adoption and
transmission of one or more behaviors among a group. Individuals were counted as "associated" if they came
within two body lengths of each other and demonstrated coordination in their behavior. This vitriolic book is
hard to read. Andrews marine biologist Luke Rendell, the researchers studied a traditionâ€”invented by
humpback whales themselvesâ€”involving a fishing method called bubble-feeding: The whales blow bubbles
around schools of fish, confusing the fish and herding them together, and then charge into the bubbles and
gobble up their prey. Deferring to the experiences of othersâ€”rather than relying on only personal
experienceâ€”can help animals adapt. Moreover, during the period of the experiments, 10 male monkeys
migrated from a group that had preferred one color of corn to a group that preferred the opposite color. The
team gave each group two plastic trays filled with corn; the corn was dyed blue in one tray and pink in the
other. The most thought provoking book ever written on dog behavior and training Generations of dogs have
been labeled training-lemons for requiring actual motivation when all along they were perfectly normal. By
Michael Balter Apr. Visit www. Why only three stars? Posted in:. One set of corn was soaked in bitter aloe
leaves and made distasteful to the monkeys. Indeed, 26 of the 27 infants ate only the corn preferred by their
mothers, ignoring the other tray. For instance, you'll feel like a real dummy if you follow the section on
avoiding "counter surfing" and still can't keep your dog from grabbing food off the counter. Her ideas for
approaching specific training and behavior problems are usually pretty thinly described.


