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Free Essay: Garrett Hardin's article â€œThe Tragedy of the Commonsâ€• illustrates the continuing problem of the
commons. The article clearly illustrates the.

Non-governmental solution[ edit ] Sometimes the best governmental solution may be to do nothing. Modern
Solutions Privatizing Property By making resources private property, owners will have an incentive to keep
others off their property, which would limit the number of users, and to use the property sustainably so they
can benefit from it in the future. Air and Water Pollution Each acting unit, be it a person, company, or factory,
receives one hundred percent of the benefits of easy disposal of waste into air or bodies of water but only
incurs a fraction of the negative effects of the pollution. One often-studied strategic factor is the order in which
people take harvests from the resource. Certain aspects of his problem formulation still deserve careful
consideration, but today, richer ideas for solutions complement those he proposed. Fisheries In , the Canadian
Government issued a moratorium on cod fishing in the once preeminent cod waters off the coast of
Newfoundland. It should be accomplished by "mutual coercion mutually agreed upon. He posed the
population problem in stark terms. The provision of rewards and punishments may also be effective in
preserving common resources. Vandalism and littering in public spaces such as parks , recreation areas , and
public restrooms. This sounds simple enough, but the key question is how this restriction is to be achieved. It
is therefore necessary for governments to regulate pollution, providing appealing incentives to prevent
pollution or imposing penalties should pollution occur. It is doubtful however that conscience is entirely
genetic, nor perfectly transmitted by learning in families. Wi-Fi and its overcrowded 2. The "commons"
system for breeding must be abandoned as it has been for other resources. Technology ie, agricultural cannot
fundamentally alter this. Knowledge commons encompass immaterial and collectively owned goods in the
information age, including, for example: source code and software documentation in software projects that can
get "polluted" with messy code or inaccurate information. They vary depending on economic circumstances,
culture, and gender. As discussed above negative externalities negative results, such as air or water pollution,
that do not proportionately affect the user of the resource is often a feature driving the tragedy of the
commons. The paper was meant to focus attention on the lack of technical solutions to arrest overpopulation,
but its explanation for why commonly-held resources such as groundwater, grazing land, and fisheries are
prone to inevitably degrade has influenced the development of environmental and economic policies for
resource management. The government had placed few restrictions and individual actors had little short-term
interest in lowering fish catches. Hardin wanted to disprove the contention of economist Adam Smith and his
disciples that rational decisions made to promote one's self-interest will inevitably be what is best for the
common good. When the commons is taken over by non-locals, those solutions can no longer be used.
Further, his assumption that were it not for "welfare," over-breeders would have to pay for their profligacy,
runs in the face of evidence that parents whose infants die are paradoxically both more inclined to get pregnant
again, and less likely to emotionally invest in their young. About About Dr. Another strategic factor is the
ability to build up reputations. When a resource is held "in common," with many people having "ownership"
and access to it, Hardin reasoned, a self-interested "rational" actor will decide to increase his or her
exploitation of the resource since he or she receives the full benefit of the increase, but the costs are spread
among all users. Several countries have a variety of population control laws in place. However, the theory
depicts what is likely to happen should regulations be ineffective in controlling the behavior of rational
individuals who choose to promote their self-interest. This is just one example where Hardin fails to
differentiate reproductive behavior according to socio-economic conditions. It is possible that communities do
observe and regulate members' fertility, rather than leaving it up to individual choice. Hence, overgrazing is
inevitable, and freedom of the commons in a world that is limited "brings ruin to all. The world is
biophysically finite. Both steps will generate opposition, since many people will have to relinquish something.


