
PATRIARCHY IN HAMLET ESSAY

In contrast to our current modern society, gender roles during the Elizabethan Era were more brutal, making men inferior
to women during this time. William Shakespeareâ€™s Hamlet is no exception to the horrendous portrayal of women.
When Opheliaâ€™s father, Polonius, and her brother.

She is bound by the shackles of patriarchy to forsake her individuality and succumb to a man, to depend on
her stable father. The application of the viewpoint of feminist criticism theory not only makes it possible for
readers to analyze these attributes of Shakespeare's work, but also provides a way to "reveal women's obvious
and implicit mistakes in male texts" Elizabethan society is a patriarchal society where men take action and
responsibility and women are helpless. As a member of the audience of the 21st century, how do you respond
to the depiction of Gertrude and Ophelia? The female characters in Hamlet follow the traditional roles of
females in a patriarchal society. In this way, then we can definitely say that women are subtly empowered in
Hamlet. In conclusion, I think the evidence shows that there are different types of empowerment and
disempowerment, male and female scattered throughout the play, some blatantly obvious, some rather more
subtle. Any type of essay. He uses the death of Polonius and Ophelia to get Laertes to kill Hamlet in his stead.
Today, women are given equal rights to vote, rights to education, equal job opportunities, and equal amount of
pay doing the same work their male coworkers are doing, and most importantly, women can take control of
their own life without having to rely or depend on men. The roles of Othello women are subordinate to men,
but women pose a threat to patriarchal society. Any subject. Since King Hamlet died, Claudius inherited the
throne, the power and authority of Denmark, as well as the heart of Gertrude. When Prince Hamlet starts
acting crazy, he manipulates his friends to watch over him and report back. However, his works open
themselves up to interpretation, whether in historical context or symbolism; they lend themselves to every
readers individual response. Wives and their daughters had no choice but to obey what their male authority
figure say, as makes were the head of the household. The threat of women is that they are weak points for men
in the drama, their beliefs are different from the norms of their society, and women are the cause of
unconscious destruction. Queen Gertrude longs for the attention and dependence on men appears to be her
way capitalizing her abilities as a woman. And it harms the ideal of patriarchal society. Throughout many
biblical stories, history has constantly been proving that it is women who has corrupted humanity. There's a
problem with this paper. And because of her obedience, she obeys at once. They do not play major roles in the
development of the play, but their interaction with the male characters can be seen as a form of sub-plot,
additional to the main events of the play. How will the position of a woman in the Elizabethan era influence
the image in Hamlet? This basically represents the ignition of Laertes desire to kill Hamlet, after Claudius
spoken a few words of sympathy. However, the focus of foiling characters is not only to highlight misogyny in
Renaissance society but also mainly to further expose mankind as morally weak, vulnerable to corruption. In
both of these cases, their deaths, and the events that led to them, represent a difference. I analyzed how
Shakespeare portrayed and meant the two major female characters to be Ophilia and Gertrude , and an
example of the interactions between Ophelia and Hamlet, as they were very consistent throughout the story,
and are an interesting but very easy display of societal norms at that time. She has the opportunity here to face
the issue head on and resolve it, however she is the type of person to put bad news to the back of their minds
and pretend like nothing has happened. Shakespeare made her character possess the flaw of obedience and a
greater flaw of dependence. Unlike Hamlet, who can act according to his own will and speak his mind as he
wants, Ophelia must find an alternative to express herself Did you find something inaccurate, misleading,
abusive, or otherwise problematic in this essay example? Conversely, Hamlet, a prince with a promising
future, and the unjust King Claudius both play dominant roles, accentuating the value of patriarchy in society.
As with Hamlet, its character comes from the gender role. Throughout Hamlet, we see that this means women
are not empowered in the play in terms of power in the literal sense, however are empowered in their dignity
and actions. It shows that women are viewed as fundamentally weak beings in the eyes of men. The first, the
fair Ophelia, is killed by her own madness in what seems to be suicide. However, madness is still at the heart
of this play, whether it be real or feigned. This final line characterizes Hamlet as a selfish individual who
sought revenge to simply find closure and self-satisfaction, as a son who heroically and ambitiously saves his
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father, at the cost of others' lives. Like Ophelia, she seeks advice and insight on the behavior of Prince Hamlet.
I took what I felt were the three major points of this play with women in it.


