
DEFINE SOCIOLOGY AND EXPLAIN THE THREE MAJOR SOCIOLOGICAL

PERSPECTIVES

Sociologists today employ three primary theoretical perspectives: the the society agree upon, and work together to
achieve, what is best for society as a whole.

And a new social order, stability, and productivity occur. The models typically used in mathematical sociology
allow sociologists to understand how predictable local interactions are often able to elicit global patterns of
social structure. While muticulturalism necessitates the tolerance of foreign cultural practices, some of those
practices might maintain an oppression of women that feminists find essentially intolerable and unacceptable.
Each of these social facts serves one or more functions within a society. Their understanding of the situation
and subsequent interaction will be very different from those arising from the more typical shaking of hands. In
his now classic work, Suicide, Emile Durkheim was interested in explaining a social phenomenon, suicide,
and employed both data and theory to offer an explanation. Functionalism has received criticism for
neglecting the negative functions of an event such as divorce. Exchange or rational choice theory would
emphasize that armed robbers and other criminals are rational actors who carefully plan their crimes and who
would be deterred by a strong threat of swift and severe punishment. Due to human subjectivity, theorists
believe that discovering the objective truth is impossible or unachievable. He believed that cultural and ethnic
conflicts led to states being identified and defined by a dominant group that had power over other groups
Irving  As long as the couple feels the good moments outweigh the bad moments, the relationship will
continue. According to the symbolic interactionist perspective, people attach meanings to symbols, and then
they act according to their subjective interpretation of these symbols. Macrosociologists would discuss such
things as why robbery rates are higher in poorer communities and whether these rates change with changes in
the national economy. Critical theory, and the particular aspects of feminist theory and critical race theory,
focused on creating social change through the application of sociological principles, and the field saw a
renewed emphasis on helping ordinary people understand sociology principles, in the form of public
sociology. Durkheim argued that modern industrial society would destroy the traditional mechanical solidarity
that held primitive societies together. They lived too far from each other, spoke different languages, practiced
different religions, and traded few goods. In sociology, utilitarianism is commonly called exchange theory or
rational choice theory Coleman, ; Homans,  Modern societies however, do not fall apart. Instead,
functionalism sees active social change as undesirable because the various parts of society will compensate
naturally for any problems that may arise. For example, many modern capitalist states have avoided a
communist revolution, and have instead instituted elaborate social service programs. Main article: Structural
functionalism A broad historical paradigm in both sociology and anthropology , functionalism addresses the
social structure as a whole and in terms of the necessary function of its constituent elements. Their definition
of the situation depends not only on whether they shake hands but also, if they do not shake hands, on why
they do not. Individuals are significant only in terms of their places within social systems i. Practice is the
observation of disparate concepts or a phenomenon that needs explanation. When anomie sets in, people
become more unclear about how to deal with problems in their life. Social Institutions Functionalists analyze
social institutions in terms of the function they play.


