
WRITING THE METHODOLOGY

In your thesis or dissertation, you will have to discuss the methods you used to do your research. The methodology or
methods section explains what you did and how you did it, allowing readers to evaluate the reliability and validity of the
research. Step 1: Explain your.

This discussion includes describing the theoretical concepts that inform the choice of methods to be applied,
placing the choice of methods within the more general nature of academic work, and reviewing its relevance
to examining the research problem. See our page: Surveys and Survey Design for more information. Part of
this, of course, entails obtaining sign-off for your design from the appropriate ethics bodies, but even then
there might be aspects of your study â€” inviting subjects to relive episodes of grief and trauma, for instance,
or broaching culturally sensitive matters within a particular target group â€” that some readers could consider
contentious or problematic. All the Best! In some cases, the IRB approval notice is included as an appendix to
your paper. Thousand Oaks, Sage Publications, , pp. You should also note any issues of which to be aware, for
example in sample selection or to make your findings more relevant. What to Include in your Methodology If
you are submitting your dissertation in sections, with the methodology submitted before you actually
undertake the research, you should use this section to set out exactly what you plan to do. Observations can
form a part of either quantitative or qualitative research. After you have restated the problem statement, you
need to mention the context of the methods. Putting both the methods and their respective findings in the same
order is advisable. Reynolds, R. If your methodology takes a bold new step that some may find off-putting,
you can acknowledge this whilst taking extra care to emphasise its grounded relationship to established work
in the field. Some documents are part of the public domain and are freely accessible, whereas other documents
may be classified, confidential or otherwise unavailable to public access. You should mention the sources
where from you came to know about that particular method. So how to make sure that your research
methodology is as good as you would like it to be? Why is this the most suitable approach to answering your
research questions? In either case, your methodology should be a clear, well-structured text that makes an
argument for your approach, not just a list of technical details and procedures. Kallet, Richard H. How to
Choose your Methodology and Precise Research Methods Your methodology should be linked back to your
research questions and previous research. If the method you choose lies outside of the tradition of your field [i.
Qualitative methods In qualitative research, your analysis will be based on language, images and observations.
Let us see! Descriptions of methods usually include defining them and stating why you have chosen specific
techniques to investigate a research problem, followed by an outline of the procedures you used to
systematically select, gather, and process the data [remember to always save the interpretation of data for the
discussion section of your paper]. You're underselling your research if you suggest its only value lies in its
conclusions, when the approach it takes to your data or source material in arriving at those conclusions is
potentially of equal if not greater value. Preparing a research paper involves various stages, requirements, and
a long stretch of sitting with the books. Often, documenting how you overcame obstacles can form an
interesting part of the methodology. Because you are the primary instrument for generating the data, the
process for collecting that data has a significantly greater impact on producing the findings. Describe the
specific methods of data collection you are going to use, such as, surveys, interviews, questionnaires,
observation, archival research.


