
SCAFFOLDING WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

scaffolding helps students get started on complex assignments early and because of the marking involved, but use of
writing-to-learn assignments can help.

For what purpose? Get the best of Edutopia in your inbox each week. The following sequences, or others you
could imagine, might serve as scaffolding for a whole course. Social media such as Twitter might be an option
for this kind of rapid feedback on a lecture, but this approach has pitfalls, be sure to read the FAQ. Where Do I
Start? Instead, introduce the words to kids in photos or in context with things they know and are interested in.
I often take the time to include my reader in my writing at this point of any assignment; it demonstrates that
you have a larger audience in mind when writing and broader cognitive skills. Share This Story. If a teacher
assigns a persuasive essay or inquiry-based science project, a model should be presented side-by-side with a
criteria chart or rubric. Second best supporting detail 1. Beaufort, Anne. Rubric might be considered the
concept of scaffolding applied to evaluation: it breaks the parts of an assessment into manageable criteria
which have scaled descriptors. Bean, John C. After a class or group discussion, this tool can become the basis
for a draft, presented to the class or discussed in groups. Once teachers eliminate these issues by scaffolding
writing, students begin to enjoy the writing process and stop dreading it so much. Learn more about
scaffolding in education! The prompt helps students examine the article and provides an opportunity for them
to get their initial thoughts and impressions down. Scaffolding writing assignments is a great way to combat
the problems we regularly see as a result of the standardized test takeover. Keep in mind that you can alter
these sequences in whatever ways make the most sense for your course goals and time available. X plans to
scaffold the assignment for his students. Arola, Kristin L. The St. Give Time to Talk All learners need time to
process new ideas and information. These questions encourage thinking about writing process, content, and
skills transfer. I find it helps to have them imagine themselves in that location. Tap Into Prior Knowledge Ask
students to share their own experiences, hunches, and ideas about the content or concept of study and have
them relate and connect it to their own lives. Assignment 2: Text annotations: Research shows reading
effectively and writing well are interrelated. They should provide a sense of the visual design choices and
organization of the project. Most of my students write that they feel more comfortable or at least less
uncomfortable taking on a wide variety of rhetorical situations. In the process students forge connections in
the academic domains they are studying. Sometimes the paragraphs are presented in class or discussed in
groups and then one chosen to share. When scaffolding reading, for example, you might preview the text and
discuss key vocabulary, or chunk the text and then read and discuss as you go. Scaffolded assignments can
include, for example: submitting drafts of work to peers, mentors or staff for formative feedback examining
detailed marking rubrics for assignments at the begining so as to clarify the core objectives of the work
looking at exemplars of other work to assess which strategies really worked and what problems to avoid. At
this point, they are running on empty when they sit down to type, and what could have been approached
manageably over time now becomes a daunting task that takes hours to complete. With the dozen or so words
front-loaded, students are ready, with you as their guide, to tackle that challenging text. Some prompting
questions you might provide include: Why is that passage important? Use the margins to summarize,
paraphrase, ask questions of the text, argue against it, etc. Some students can dive right into discussing, or
writing an essay, or synthesizing several different hypotheses, without using a graphic organizer of some sort,
but many of our students benefit from using one with a difficult reading or challenging new information. You
will notice that the diagram has 3 main parts to it. It also helps you get a better grade! A few will push back,
arguing that the academic world values high-stakes, structured writing tasksâ€”tasks that focus on the end
result rather than the processâ€”in a narrow time period. But these changes take time.


