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Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) has become the umbrella term . CLIL a common feature of many
European education systems in the future.

Other more formal types of interaction, for example academic discussions, or transactional interaction, have
not been investigated at all. Only learners who have learned to work with specific learning techniques and
study skills will be successful learners. The content subject makes research and experimentation more realistic
than a language. Both aspects are important for my own argumentation in the next part of my paper. In an
innovative classroom, which is regarded as a research laboratory, occasions for group work are much more
numerous. This is documented, for example, by research on migrant workers who have often spent long
periods of time in another country without having acquired even a rudimentary knowledge of the other
language. Language learning is seen as a by-product, it takes place because content not input is socially
constructed. As we all know, this is often the case in instructed language learning in school or university,
where learners believe that in monotonously working through formal exercises they will learn language. In
Breidbach, S. How does CLIL work? But they do not take into account the psychological concept of
comprehension in their attempts to explain language learning. Together they set up a kind of learning
laboratory in which they experiment and do research and thus deal with their learning content in a motivating
way. Praxis des Neusprachlichen Unterrichts 45,  In Bredella, L. Improves language competence in the target
language, CLIL being more beneficial that traditional foreign language teaching courses. Exposure time can
only be one factor among others in language learning, and length of exposure alone does not result in high
language proficiency. They are characterised by a scientific orientation and are, therefore, richer and more
complex than most content dealt with in ordinary language classrooms. Although the interactionist position
comes forward with a number of proposals which can be of interest as part of an overall CLIL learning theory
â€” I am thinking here especially of the concepts of input, comprehension and interaction â€” I believe that it
cannot explain the content and language learning process as such. Bibliographie Bakhtin, M. So actually what
promotes acquisition is interactional modification. This is, of course, a rather simplistic explanation. Social
constructivists carry their argument even further; according to them only input in which the comprehender can
get engaged or even involved in, can be processed and will, in the end, lead to a construction which he can
make use of. Even with English as the main language, other languages are unlikely to disappear. Clark, H.
This leads me to my last point, the organisation of a learning environment in which the potential of CLIL can
be used to its full extent. From another perspective the levels-of-processing theory emphasizes the importance
of looking at comprehension as an active and constructive process. CLIL advocates claim that this educational
approach Lorenzo et al. Even the most plausible approach to SLA theory, the interactionist position, is not
able to fully explain why learners in a CLIL classroom learn language, and especially why they learn language
better than in an ordinary classroom. Discourse and Language Education. Students become academically
proficient in English after years in a good bilingual programme Fluency is more important than accuracy and
errors are a natural part of language learning. The idea of its proponents was to create an "umbrella term"
which encompasses different forms of using language as the medium of instruction. What does it mean to
comprehend an utterance, an interactional turn? Let us describe their typical methodological features, what
learners and teachers do in such a classroom. The key to an understanding of language learning within a CLIL
setting seems to me to lie in the kind of input, in the nature of the comprehension process and in the way
interaction takes place. Learners can only comprehend and learn items which they can assimilate with
knowledge already available. Helps develop intercultural competence. In traditional language classrooms all
learning content is pre-defined, simplified and graded. The basis of CLIL is that content subjects are taught
and learnt in a language which is not the mother tongue of the learners. Comprehension is a highly active
constructive process, and it is here that the key to language learning lies. Listeners and readers do not simply
receive outside stimuli, they do not just transform these stimuli into something which they can store in their
memory. As I will show in a moment, comprehension involves other factors which can be helpful in
understanding acquisition. This general theory of comprehension is true for all epistemological processes, it
must be extended, however, with respect to language comprehension. It is reduced to fairly stereotypical
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sequences of everyday life.


