
THE HISTORY AND THE DEFINITION OF MULTICULTURALISM IN CANADA

A policy of multiculturalism was officially adopted by the Government of Canada under Pierre . Trudeau espoused
participatory democracy as a means of making Canada a "Just Society". Trudeau stated: Uniformity is Canadians are,
by virtue of history and necessity, open to the world. With this in mind on November 

In anglophone regions of the country, immigrants were overwhelmingly expected to assimilate into the
English majority. So they agreed to take into account the contribution made by other ethnic groups to the
cultural enrichment of Canada â€” and how to safeguard that contribution. James P. Three principles were
reinforced in the government's policy: Quebec is a French-speaking society. Legislation creating a full-fledged
Department of Multiculturalism and Citizenship was introduced in Parliament in the fall of and adopted in its
final form in early  The government also replaced the ACE program, described above, with the Community
Historical Recognition Program which ended on 31 March and the National Historical Recognition Program to
commemorate the historical experiences and contributions of ethnocultural communities. In Nova Scotia, the
Act is implemented by both a Cabinet Committee on multiculturalism and advisory councils. Following
Canada's elections, the Government of Canada announced in November that the multiculturalism portfolio was
being transferred from the Department of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship to the Department of
Canadian Heritage. The sources of immigration have also shifted toward locations such as Asia, the
Caribbean, and South and Central America. On 21 April, the new Department was officially established, with
Gerry Weiner appointed as the first full-time minister. The Act established a Multiculturalism Commission to
advise the government on policy and programs respecting multiculturalism, as well as a Multiculturalism
Advisory Council to make policy recommendations to the Commission. In , the Department of Communities,
Culture and Heritage issued Nova Scotia's Culture Action Plan, which outlines various ways to promote
cultural diversity, including: updating the province's Act to Promote and Preserve Multiculturalism; improving
access to early childhood development intervention programs for Indigenous, Acadian and Francophone,
African Nova Scotian, and immigrant families; and strengthening the province's cultural offices. The
Saskatchewan Multiculturalism Act was first passed in and amended in  Ontario has an official multicultural
policy and the Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration is responsible for promoting social inclusion, civic and
community engagement and recognition. Manitoba adopted the Manitoba Intercultural Council Act in 
Implementation of these policy objectives depended on government funding. Please log in to bookmark this
story. A Ministerial Advisory Committee advises the minister of Tourism and Culture, who is responsible for
multiculturalism. Granatstein also argues that multiculturalism policies have helped spread the idea among
immigrants and even native-born Canadians that Canada, particularly English-speaking Canada, has no culture
and identity of its own. Trudeau's declaration of Canada as a bilingual and multicultural nation resulted in an
explosion of multicultural research. As a section of Global Affairs Canada, the Office focus was abroad. A
Multiculturalism Secretariat was established under the direction and control of the minister and through which
the minister administers and carries out the provisions of this Act. It established a Race Relations Foundation
in Toronto, with the purpose of helping to eliminate racism and racial discrimination through public education.
The poll also asked respondents about their comfort levels around people of different races and religions, a
question that was also asked in  Educators: Take our survey for a chance to win prizes!


