
LEFT REALISM

Left realism emerged in criminology from critical criminology as a reaction against what was perceived to be the left's
failure to take a practical interest in.

According to Young, "Any changes in one of these factors will affect the crime rate For left realism,
"Discontent is a product of relative, not absolute, deprivation Rather, they say, crime is a reactionary form of
behaviour which demonstrates the absence of real political solutions to the experience of degradation and
exploitation suffered by the working class, thus making individual crime devoid of political agenda. There are
two broad approaches â€” Intervention, identifying groups at risk of committing crime and taking action to
limit their offending, and Community based approachesâ€” involving the local community in combating
crime. By age 40, they had had significantly fewer arrests for various types of grime, and a higher percentage
had graduated high school and made it into full-time employment. Square of crime[ edit ] One of left realism's
most substantial contributions to criminology is the square of crime. Interestingly, David Cameron's coalition
government introduced elected police and crime commissioners, first elected into position in  Related Posts
For more please see my main page on crime and deviance. Marginalisation This is where people lack the
power or resources to fully participate in society. Furthermore, it follows that it must be wrong to punish the
offender for conditions beyond his or her control. Therefore the police must concentrate on improving
relationships with the community and the public should have more say in shaping police policy â€”where the
police should listen to the public about what crime affects them most in their area. All of this, particularly in
terms of willingness and wariness to report to the police, affects the official crime rate and the possibilities of
clear-up. Such studies can be used to view people's fear of crime as 'irrational'. There are many different
subcultural adaptations to blocked opportunities, and not all result in crime â€” but those subcultures which
still subscribe to the mainstream values of material wealth but lack legitimate opportunities to achieve those
goals. Groups such as workers have clear goals such as wanting better pay and conditions and organisations to
represent them such as trades unions , and as such they have no need to resort to violence to achieve their
goals. Marxists argue that these policies may tackle deprivation but they do not tackle the underlying
structural inequalities in the Capitalist system which are the root cause. If we were to draw up a map of the
city outlining areas of high infant mortality, bad housing, unemployment, poor nutrition, etc. If there were
genuine consensus policing and the public had more confidence in the police, they would report more crimes.
Yes, a fairer, more equal society might well have less crime than the one we currently live in, but is that any
more realistic a proposal than more traditional Marxists who argue that we need a revolution? Left realists
suggest that this, together with marginalisation and subcultures, is a significant cause of crime. Evaluations of
Left Realist solutions to crime If done effectively, these are the most costly of all crime prevention measures.
Environmental and public precautions against crime distract us from the real concerns For example, the police
and agency response to victims greatly affects the actual impact of victimisation and in certain instances, such
as rape and sexual assault, can even involve what has been termed 'secondary victimisation'.


